
Long waiting lists for hospital
appointments and procedures
represent one of the biggest
failings of the Government.

Over one million people are
on one or other kind of public
waiting list, and for much of
Minister for Health Simon
Harris’s period in office, this
number has been increasing.

But over the past year, the
number of inpatients waiting
for a procedure has begun
falling, on foot of investment
by the Government in out-
sourcing initiatives co-ordinat-
ed by the National Treatment
Purchase Fund (NTPF). This
support for the NTPF cost
¤75 million last year and ¤100
million this year.

The outpatient list, for
people waiting to see a
consultant, was rising by
7,000 a month earlier in 2019
and it peaked in the autumn.
But it started to drop towards
the end of the year. Last
December, in the biggest drop
seen in years, the outpatient
list fell by 10,000.

So while the numbers
remain large – 553,000 on the
outpatient list and 67,000 on
the inpatient list – these
trends allowed Government
Ministers to state – with
apparent accuracy – in the
first days of the election
campaign that things were
“getting better” in health.

Removed
As Bill Clinton once said, one
of the main questions that
matters in public service is:
“Are things coming apart or
coming together?” Falling
waiting lists allow Ministers to
show that things are “coming
together”, albeit late in the
Government’s day.

But are the lists shrinking
because more patients are
being seen, or because more
patients are removed from
lists without seeing a consult-
ant or an operating theatre?

So-called validation, the
process of checking whether a
patient still needs to be on a
waiting list, is a necessary
process. Patients may no
longer need to see the doctor.
They may have received
treatment privately. They
may be dead.

However, the manner in
which this process is carried
out has been the subject of
criticism. In 2018, GPs
complained that many of their
patients were being taken off
lists without their consent and
accused hospital groups of
“cynical manipulation”.

As a result, the NTPF took
over co-ordination of the
work and put in place a
standardised process. It set a
target of sending out 250,000
validation letters and actually
sent 266,000.

Better
GPs say the system is working
better. Patients on a list for
more than six months receive
a letter asking whether they
wish to remain on the list. If
they reply “no”, they are
removed and if they say “yes”
they stay on it. If they don’t
reply, they are written to a
second time, and if no re-
sponse is received, they are
removed from the list. Their
GP is then informed of this.

NTPF figures obtained by
The Irish Times show there
was a massive increase in
validations in the second half
of last year. About 75,000
outpatients were validated in
the last three months of 2019,
for example, compared to
none in the first nine months
of 2018. Perhaps it is just
coincidental that this period
coincides with the run-up to
the general election.

Curiously, too, the number
of patients who asked to be
taken off lists is exceeded by
the number removed due to a
non-response. Last year,
45,270 people were taken off
the outpatient list, of which
21,287 asked to be removed.
Another 7,651 were removed
from the inpatient list, of
which 3,296 asked to be
removed.

It is unclear what checks
were used to ensure no one
was taken off a waiting list
inappropriately. What we can
say is that the biggest contrib-
utor to falling waiting lists has
been this massive validation
exercise carried out over the
past six months.

Are patient waiting
lists shrinking for
the right reasons?
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Seven people have been arrest-
ed and 15 properties searched
in Northern Ireland as part of a
police investigation into the in-
ternational money laundering
of criminal assets worth approx-
imately £215 million (¤253 mil-
lion).

The PSNI said it was “the larg-
est investigation into high-end
international money launder-
ing” carried out in the North
and probably on the island of
Ireland.

Det Chief Insp Ian Wilson
told The Irish Times that the op-
eration had cut off a “major ave-
nue” for money laundering by

organised crime gangs and
would cause them “disrup-
tion”.

The majority of the money is
believed to have come from
criminal activity. This includes
the sale of drugs, prostitution,
human trafficking and fuel laun-
dering carried out by organised
gangs in Northern Ireland and
the Republic.

At this stage, there is not be-
lieved to be any paramilitary in-
volvement.

On Monday, eight properties
were searched in Banbridge,
Newry and Omagh, and yester-
day morning seven further
searches were carried out in Bel-
fast, Banbridge, Newry and Bal-
lymena.

Documents and an amount
of money were seized.

Six men aged 33, 37, 39, 40,
50 and 67, and a 32-year-old
woman, were arrested in loca-
tions including Belfast, Newry,
Crossmaglen, Banbridge, Bally-
mena and Co Tyrone.

The woman and the 50- and
67-year-old men remained in
police custody and were being
questioned by detectives. The
remaining four men have been
released on police bail.

Fakecompanies
More than 140 detectives and fi-
nancial investigators were in-
volved in the operation.

Det Chief Insp Wilson, who is
the head of the PSNI’s econom-
ic crime unit, said that during
the 18-month investigation the
police “identified that a signifi-
cant volume of suspected crimi-
nal cash was being laundered
out of the country through a
number of shell companies and
bank accounts”.

The investigation identified
in excess of 50 companies and

more than 140 bank accounts,
the majority in Northern Ire-
land but with a small percent-
age in the Republic and Britain.

These shell companies were
then used to launder the funds
nationally and internationally,
with money “filtered through
these fake companies as if they
were trading as a legitimate
company, but of course there is
no product to buy and no prod-
uct to sell”, he said.

“In total, almost £215 million
has been deposited to thou-
sands of bank accounts across
the UK and also transferred out
of the UK through foreign ex-
change companies since 2011,”
said Det Chief Insp Wilson.

“We believe today’s opera-
tion is one of the most signifi-
cant live investigations into
money laundering in the UK,”
he added.

“Due to the size and complex-
ity of this investigation, the op-
eration involved PSNI liaison
with Garda Economic Crime
Bureau, Criminal Assets Bu-
reau, National Crime Agency,

United Kingdom Financial In-
vestigation Unit and Her Majes-
ty’s Revenue and Customs.

“International associations
have been identified and PSNI
are working with Europol and
Interpol. We are also being as-
sisted by money-laundering ex-
perts co-ordinated by the Na-
tional Economic Crime Cen-
tre.”

Det Chief Insp Wilson said:
“We believe we certainly have
closed this facility down for
them. This is very important, be-
cause if people aren’t able to
launder the money they won’t
be able to commit the crime be-
cause you need to have your
money laundered to be able to
get access to it and to use it.
This will cause the organised
crime gangs difficulties.”

Analysis

■PSNI officers raiding a
property as part of ‘the largest
investigation into high-end
internationalmoney
laundering’ carried out in the
North. PHOTOGRAPH: PA WIRE

Home News

DEIRDREFALVEY

The Special Tribute Award at
this year’s Irish Theatre
Awards will go to Macnas, the
Galway-based creative ensem-
ble that makes large-scale theat-
rical spectacles and innovative
parades.

The award recognises the
contribution of the company to
Irish theatre culture and prac-
tice over more than three dec-
ades. The awards will be pre-
sented at the Irish Times Irish
Theatre Awards ceremony in
April.

“The contribution made by
Macnas to Irish culture over the
past three decades has been im-
mense,” said Hugh Linehan,
arts and culture editor of The
Irish Times.

“In bringing the European
tradition of street theatre to the
streets of Ireland, it awoke a
spirit of carnival that had long
lain dormant. Macnas has been
a standard bearer for communi-
ty outreach and inclusivity in
the arts, and it seems particular-
ly appropriate in the year that
Galway is European Capital of
Culture to acknowledge its cen-
tral role in the creation of the
city’s vibrant creative land-
scape.”

Macnas artistic director Noe-
line Kavanagh said of the
award: “It’s like the Sam Magu-
ire of the arts. An all-encom-
passing award acknowledges
Macnas’s relationship with the
community, and its audience
and its artistic ensembles.”

She was pleased “artistry
and invention are recognised as
an art form as well as an enter-
tainment – [they are] both. It’s a
way of life being recognised. I
don’t work alone. I’m very con-
scious of the supportive, amaz-

ing creative ensembles of Mac-
nas, and wider public participa-
tion and community casts –
that’s who the award is for”.

Kavanagh added: “Through
many peaks and troughs the
company has had an evolution
that has allowed it to cross
many different genres, helped
by different visions and ensem-
bles.”

Inspired by a visit to Galway
by the Spanish company, Els Co-
mediants, Macnas was founded
in 1986 by Páraic Breathnach,
Tom Conroy, Ollie Jennings
and Pete Sammon, who pio-
neered a genre of anarchic, visu-
al street performance in Ire-
land, and went on to inspire oth-
er Irish companies such as
Spraoi and Buí Bolg.

Gulliver
Macnas first came to national at-
tention when a 21m-long Gulliv-
er washed up on a Dublin beach
as part of the city’s 1988 millen-
nium celebrations. Over the
past 34 years, Macnas has had
different eras and styles, surviv-
ing and reimagining itself
through challenging economic
times, changing cultural land-
scapes and different creative
leaders. It created an original
voice in Irish theatre with a
style that is visual, physical and
inventive.

Macnas supported U2 on its
Zooropa tour in 1992, bringing
its distinctive “big heads”
around Europe. It rang in the
millennium in 2000 simultane-

ously in Galway, Dublin and
New York, where it floated a gi-
ant baby over Times Square.

Its roots on Galway streets
presenting outdoor shows were
seen in its Sunday afternoon pa-
rades, for years a fixture of the
Galway Arts Festival. Since
2012 it has instead had a
night-time Halloween parade
in Galway and in Dublin. In-
doors, its shows have included
Alice In Wonderland, Treasure
Island and Circus Story for fami-
ly audiences, as well as its Celtic
Trilogy, Táin, Buile Shuibhne
and Balor.

Kavanagh first directed a
Macnas parade at the age of 23
in 1998, returning as artistic di-
rector years later, pioneering
largescale kinetic sculptures
and creating community ensem-

bles – stilts, puppetry, brass,
drums, performance – with
weekly workshops with 45 asso-
ciate artists.

This year Kavanagh directs
Macnas’s new interpretation of
the world’s oldest piece of epic
world literature, the journey of
King Gilgamesh, two-thirds
god, one-third human, with a
creative team of writer Marina
Carr, designer Julian Crouch
and composer Nick Powell, per-
formed across four seasons for
Galway 2020.

The nominees for the 23rd
Irish Times Irish Theatre
Awards, for work produced in
2019, will be published on Satur-
day. The ceremony, in associa-
tion with TileStyle, will take
place at the National Concert
Hall on April 5th.

Macnas’s contribution to Irish theatre
to be recognised with special award
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More than ¤500,000 has
been raised at an auction of
contents from Luggala, Co
Wicklow, one of Ireland’s
most celebrated country es-
tates.

Just over 60 lots from the
famed home of the late Guin-
ness heir Garech Browne
went under the hammer dur-
ing an hours-long sale at Sothe-
by’s in London yesterday even-
ing.

Two watches, both of which
reached the highest prices
from the collection,
sold for ¤66,156
each. One of
t h e m , a
mid-17thcentu-
ry enamel
timepiece
made in Paris,
was described
as having a gilt
centre with
enamel daisies, en-
graved edges under a
case depicting Flora, the
goddess of flowers.

Around the edge it was deco-
rated with painted flora as
well as bow and arrows ( sym-
bols of love and fertility) while
bouquets of flowers adorned
the inside of the case.

The other watch was de-
scribed as being gold and
enamel and was made in about
1820 for the Chinese market
with Roman numerals and sub-
sidiary seconds. On the back
was an enamel scene depict-
ing a lady and a gentleman in
classical dress against a land-
scape.

Also attracting bids during
the sale was a jewelled breast
star representing the Most Il-
lustrious Order of St Patrick
(inset). The hammer came
down on the unusual lot at
¤32,343 – more than three
times its estimated price.

The award, created by King
George III in 1783 during the
American war of independ-
ence to honour the loyalty of

Irish peers, was given to
Browne’s father, the 3rd Bar-
on Oranmore and Browne,
Geoffrey Henry Browne, in
June 1918.

Only 145 Knights of St Pat-
rick were ever appointed, with
the last in 1936.

The total price for all the
lots from the Luggala collec-
tion was ¤525,354.

A well-known art collector,
Browne died in London in
March 2018 at the age of 78 at
a time when his 2,000 hectare
Luggala estate, in the heart of

the Wicklow mountains,
was on the market.

A reclusive Ital-
ian count is be-

lieved to have
bought the
house.

I t i s
thought to
have sold for

more than
¤20 million but

significantly less
than its original ask-

ing price of ¤28 million.
Items from Killadoon

House, the home of the Earls
of Leitrim, near Celbridge, Co
Kildare, were also auctioned
off at the same Sotheby’s royal
and noble sale.

The most valuable item was
an early 17th-century Italian ta-
ble top, made of stones pietre
teneare and pietra dure. It
fetched ¤117,270, almost
twice its guide price.

A caricature oil painting of
Thomas Brudenell-Bruce, 1st
Earl of Ailesbury, along with
the Hon John Ward, Joseph
Leeson, later 2nd Earl of Mill-
town, and Joseph Henry of
Straffan, sold for ¤102,611.

A pair of equestrian battle
scenes, carved in wood and dat-
ing from 1753, were sold for
¤80,623. A set of eight Irish
George III mahogany hall
chairs from the late 18th or ear-
ly 19th century, once owned by
the 1st Earl of Leitrim, sold for
¤55,703. The entire Killadoon
collection fetched ¤1,109,744.

PaulCullenand
MartinWall

■ Inspired by a visit to Galway by the Spanish company, Els
Comediants, Macnaswas founded in 1986
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Garda Commissioner Drew
Harris has rejected claims
made by the Garda Repre-
sentative Association (GRA)
that the force’s armed re-
sponse capability was at
times not fit to deal with a se-
rious firearms or terrorist in-
cident.

In a memo to all Garda
members yesterday, Mr Har-
ris said:“I want to assure you
all, but especially our opera-
tional members, that An Gar-
da Síochána has a specialist
firearms response capability
sufficient to meet any critical
incidents that may occur in
the State.”

The issue is contentious as
feuding between armed
gangs has erupted in Droghe-
da, Co Louth and parts of
Dublin.

Back-up
Furthermore, because uni-
formed gardaí patrolling
across the country are un-
armed, the availability of rap-
id armed back-up has always
been a significant safety con-
cern.

A letter was sent by GRA
representative Ciarán O’
Neill on Monday to Supt Alan
McGovern of the Garda Spe-
cial Tactics and Operations
Command (Stoc) who heads
the elite armed unit.

The contents of the letter
emerged yesterday, with Mr
Harris later sending a memo
countering the main points
made in it.

The commissioner said
that, far from the Garda’s
armed response capability
being weakened and un-
der-resourced, it had been ex-
panded in recent years and
that further expansion was
planned.

Inadequate
There was now an armed sup-
port unit (ASU) in every Gar-
da region, with two more
planned that would be based
in Cavan and Enniscorthy,
Co Wexford. While courses
would soon start to select
more Garda members for
ASUs, there were already
180 personnel in the units.

These ASUs were in place
as well as the separate emer-
gency response unit (ERU)
based in Dublin. The GRA’s
criticisms focused on what it
said was inadequate resourc-
ing of the ERU, where it said
there were 21 vacancies and
where overtime had been
cut.

However, Mr Harris point-
ed out that changes made to
how the Garda responded to
serious incidents meant the
ASUs were now the first lay-
er of armed response to seri-
ous incidents, and not the
ERU.

Luggala lots
fetch ¤525,000
at Sotheby’s

THE IRISH TIMES
Irish Theatre Awards

In association with

Howwaiting lists
aremanagedhas
led to claimsof
manipulation

Harris
rejects
criticismof
armedunit

2 THE IRISH TIMES
Wednesday, January 22 , 2020


