
 

 
 
 

EXPLORE THE ARTS OF THE ISLAMIC WORLD & INDIA  
WITH OVER 300 LOTS AT SOTHEBY’S LONDON 

s 
Sumptuous Mughal and Ottoman Textiles from the  

Collection of Co-Founder of New York’s Storm King Art Center, H. Peter Stern 
 

A Magnificent Diwan of Hafiz, the “Shakespeare of Persian Literature”   
Recovered to the Heirs of Jafar Ghazi in January after Thirteen Years 

 

A Rare 13th-Century Pottery Pitcher from the Famed “Gurgan Hoard” 
 

NEW SALE DATE: Auction on 10 June 2020 

 

 
The sale will offer thirty-five beautiful pieces from 
the collection of the late H. Peter Stern, an avid 
traveller who co-founded the Storm King Art 
Center – the world’s most important modern 
sculpture garden – and served as Vice Chair of the 
World Monuments Fund. His pursuit of a ‘global 
idyll’ is reflected in his collection, with Ottoman 
mounted panels of silk and velvet brocade and 
Mughal velvet tent hangings, adorned with floral 
motifs, sitting alongside delicate architectural 
Company School watercolours. Stern lived with 
these treasures in his home, Cedar House, in the 
lower Hudson Valley – eclectically decorated, as he mixed East and West, ancient and modern, intellectual, 
spiritual and cultural. 
 
A further tranche of five pieces will be sold in New York on 22 June, as part of the India, Himalayan, 

London | Melica Khansari | Melica.Khansari@Sothebys.com | +44 (0) 207 293 6000 

 

Press Release 
 

April 2020 
 

A view of Akbar’s Tomb at Sikandra, Company School, 
19th-century India (est. £3,000-5,000) 
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Southeast Asian Works of Art sale.  
 

A 17th-century North Indian tent ‘Qanat’ panel with foliate stems within niches  
(illustrated above, est. £25,000-40,000) 

 
Qanat panels provided an important element for the interior decoration of the Mughal court, moved 
around in the palaces and the tents of hunting parties. Emperor Jahangir’s passionate interest in botany 
permeated the court ateliers, and the pattern of a flowering shrub became one of the most popular motifs.  
 

 

 
A Diwan of Hafiz dated 1462 AD, copied by Shaykh Mahmud Pir Budaqi, dedicated to the library of 

Prince Pir Budaq, Iraq (est. £80,000-120,000) 
 
This magnificent Persian manuscript is illuminated in gold on 
gold and bears a dedication to one of the most important 
patrons in fifteenth-century Central Asia, the Qara Qoyunlu 
prince Pir Budaq. Pir Budaq was the rebellious eldest son of 
the ruler, and was sent by his father to Iraq, taking with him 
a caravan of talented artists, scribes and master craftsmen in 
1458. Whilst Governor of Baghdad, his flourishing court 
challenged his father’s authority, resulting in an eighteen-
month siege, and the death of the prince in 1466.  
 
Numerous manuscripts dedicated to the keen bibliophile have survived in institutions and private 
collections today, and this previously unrecorded Diwan is an important witness to the grandeur that must 
have been his library. 
 
Jafar Ghazi arrived in Europe from Iran at a young age, settling in Munich, where he housed a large library 
of manuscripts. When Ghazi died at the age of 86, a number of missing manuscripts was reported to the 
police. In 2011, a cache of 175 pieces were discovered, the most significant of which were sold at Sotheby’s 
in October 2016 and April 2017. The present, and arguably most important manuscript among the missing 
group, remained lost until January 2020 when it was finally rediscovered and returned to the family of the 
late collector. 
 

 

 
A Kashan turquoise glazed pottery pitcher, circa 1200-20 AD Persia (est. £120,000-160,000) 

 
This exquisite pitcher evidences the dramatic innovations in ceramic decoration by 
the end of the twelfth century in Persia, with the extraordinary complexity and 
freedom of its design. A layered series of motifs wraps around the turquoise body, 
integrating intricate palmette medallions with cursive inscriptions.  
 
In the early 1940s, this piece was thought to have been discovered among a number 
of similar vessels that had been buried in large pottery oil-jars in Gurgan. They may 
possibly have been the supply of a merchant who had imported them from Kashan 
and hidden them for safekeeping on the eve of the Mongol invasions.  
 



Originally published in 1949, the pitcher was previously exhibited at the Smithsonian Institute in 
Washington D.C. (1966-68), as well as the King Faisal Center for Research and Islamic Studies in Riyadh, 
Saudi Arabia (1985), it will now go on public view for the first time since then.  
 

 

 
An Almohad or Nasrid ‘pyxis’ from 12th/13th century Spain (est. £200,000-300,000) 

 
One of the earliest manifestations of a decorative technique that is often 
associated with the medieval Muslim Mediterranean, this previously 
unpublished octagonal box is set to make its auction debut, having remained in 
the same collection since the 1970s. Artefacts from this period of al-Andalus’ 
history are rare and this piece joins a small group of woodwork dating to the late 
twelfth or early thirteenth century that used the traditional micro-mosaic, 
geometric incrustation.  
 

 

 
A ‘Nav Lara’ jewelled and enamelled nine-row pearl necklace,  

late 19th / early 20th-century India  
(est. £40,000-50,000) 

 
Featuring nine rows of pearls, each suspending delicately enamelled gem-
set pendants, culminating in a carved emerald bead, this statement necklace 
was crafted in India as European nobility clamoured for the latest cross-
cultural fashions. A closely comparable example was formerly worn by 
famous Egyptian singer Umm Kulthum and was recently exhibited at the 
Louvre Abu Dhabi. This piece is part of a wider selection that was once in the 
possession of an Indian maharani. 
 

 

 
About Sotheby’s 
Sotheby’s has been uniting collectors with world-class works of art since 1744. Sotheby’s became the first international 
auction house when it expanded from London to New York (1955), the first to conduct sales in Hong Kong (1973), India (1992) 
and France (2001), and the first international fine art auction house in China (2012). Today, Sotheby’s has a global network 
of 80 offices in 40 countries and presents auctions in 10 different salesrooms, including New York, London, Hong Kong and 
Paris.  Sotheby’s offers collectors the resources of Sotheby’s Financial Services, the world’s only full-service art financing 
company, as well as the collection, artist, estate & foundation advisory services of its subsidiary, Art Agency, Partners. 
Sotheby’s also presents private sale opportunities in more than 70 categories, including S|2, the gallery arm of Sotheby's 
Global Fine Art Division, and three retail businesses: Sotheby’s Wine, Sotheby’s Diamonds, and Sotheby’s Home, the online 
marketplace for interior design. 
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*Estimates do not include buyer’s premium. Prices achieved include the hammer price plus buyer’s premium and are net of 
any fees paid to the purchaser where the purchaser provided an irrevocable bid. 
 

Images are available upon request 
Stream live auctions and place bids in real time, discover the value of a work of art, browse sale catalogues, view original 

content and more at sothebys.com, and by downloading Sotheby’s apps for iOS and Android  
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