
 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christo, Arc de Triomphe Medium #5 2020, 106 x 165 cm 

 
Sotheby’s to present Christo’s Original Works for  

L’Arc de Triomphe, Wrapped 
A Legendary Installation 60 Years in the Making 

 
Paris, 8 July 2021, 11:00 CEST: Christo’s L’Arc de Triomphe, Wrapped, will be the greatest work of 
public art worldwide in 2021. Today, Sotheby’s Paris is delighted to announce The Final Christo, an 
exhibition of 25 works telling the story of Christo’s L’Arc de Triomphe, Wrapped from early dream to 
to ultimate realisation six decades later. 
 
This historic exhibition of Christo’s original artworks will take place at Sotheby’s, 76 Faubourg Saint-
Honoré from September 17 to October 3. Each work will be available for private sale* with proceeds 
to benefit both the L’Arc de Triomphe, Wrapped project, and the Christo and Jeanne-Claude 
Foundation, established to safeguard the artists’ legacy for future generations. This exhibition marks 
Sotheby’s second partnership with Christo’s estate, following the ‘white glove’ sale of his collection in 
February.**  
 
Simon Shaw, Vice Chairman of Sotheby’s, noted: “Christo’s original works demonstrate the 
imagination and technical brio of an artist who dreamed the impossible and made it unforgettably 



 

real. These works made possible the seminal projects that dominated Christo and Jeanne-Claude’s later 
career. Their sale was the sole means of funding their public projects, such as New York’s ‘The Gates’ 
and Berlin’s ‘Wrapped Reichstag’.  While the nature of these installations was always to be temporary, 
lasting only a matter of days, they live forever in two places: in the collective imagination and in 
Christo’s breath-taking original works.” 

 
 

LEFT: Christo, Arc de Triomphe Large #7, 106 x 244 cm 
RIGHT: Christo, Arc de Triomphe #2 2019 (2019), 106 x 244 cm 

 
The Final Christo: Original Works 
 
“Our work of art is a scream of freedom” was the famous rallying cry of Christo and Jeanne-Claude, 
their art a gesture of unimpeachable liberty. They systematically refused sponsorship, grants, 
volunteer labor, and all forms of merchandising and monetizing. “To keep that absolute freedom we 
cannot be obliged to anyone”, Christo noted. His original works guaranteed this artistic independence 
and preserved it to the last. So pioneering was this funding model that it was explored in a case study 
at Harvard Business School.  
 
These works defy category. They bring together different media and different registers of imagery, 
juxtaposing maps, architectural plans, photographs and engineering drawings with exquisitely 
handled pastel and paint. Christo was a master of pastel and crayon, recalling Degas and Seurat with 
his virtuoso flourish, yet he also included elements of collage such as samples of the fabric used to 
wrap the Arc de Triomphe. It is this multi-media approach, placing left brain and right brain in perfect 
suspension, that conveys his unique genius.  
 
Christo’s extraordinary imagination is witnessed working through a project from every possible angle, 
often over years and decades. From the germ of an idea through its final execution, exploring different 
perspectives, scales, moods and times of day, they helped him to see, understand and explain a 
project. Once an installation was completed Christo never drew or painted it again. 
 
Life & Work in Paris 
 
In March 1958, Christo Javacheff (1935-2020) arrived in Paris as a political refugee, stateless. He had 
fled Communism in Bulgaria for Czechoslovakia in 1956, from where he was smuggled into Vienna 
hidden in a freight car, holding just one piece of paper, bearing his onward address. Connections in 
Geneva finally led him to Paris, where a French aristocratic family gave him shelter in a maid’s room 
with a view of the Arc de Triomphe. 
 



 

Paris was also the city where Christo first met Jeanne-Claude, his wife and co-creator. As a young 
artist, unable to sell enough of his artworks to survive, Christo also worked as a portraitist for the 
wealthy, including Brigitte Bardot whom he had painted three times during his early years in Paris. It 
was through a hairdresser to the richest ladies that he was introduced to Jeanne-Claude’s mother, 
Precilda de Guillebon, who commissioned the young Christo to paint her and her children, including 
Jeanne-Claude.  They were born on exactly the same day -13 June 1935 - married in 1962, and 
remained together for the rest of their lives.  
 
63 years on from Christo’s arrival in the city, this autumn will mark the unveiling of Christo and Jeanne-
Claude’s final temporary work of art, L’Arc de Triomphe, Wrapped. This will be the realisation of a 
project sixty years in the making: the wrapping of the international landmark in 25,000 square metres 
of silvery-blue polypropylene fabric and red rope from September 18 to October 3. 
 
Until his last breath, Christo worked tirelessly on his last “temporary exhibition” as he liked to call it. 
While all of his projects have their own story and their own timeline - involving careful preparation, 
persuasion and political negotiation, often taking decades to come to fruition – L’Arc de Triomphe, 
Wrapped was a lifelong project dating back to 1961, and the first monument he dreamt of wrapping. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
LEFT: Arc de Triomphe 14 x 11 2019 (2019), 35 x 28 cm 

RIGHT : Arc de Triomphe Collage #5 2019 (2019), 77 x 30 cm 
 

Other Influences of Paris 
 
Christo and Jeanne-Claude had left Paris for New York in 1964, but the city always remained central 
to their lives and art. Paris was where they unveiled their first “guerrilla” public installation, Wall of 
Oil Barrels – The Iron Curtain, in 1962 which saw them block Rue Visconti with 89 barrels for several 
hours in a poetic reply to the Berlin Wall. It was also where – under the influence of a progressive art 
scene that broke every convention - he began to experiment with wrapping, and, together with 
Jeanne-Claude, started to develop their monumental outdoor projects.  
 
These large-scale, immersive, and interactive works would go on to define their signature creative 
process throughout their careers, earning them international renown and acclaim. 23 years later, in 
1985, they unveiled their first large-scale project in the city: The Pont Neuf Wrapped, which attracted 
three million visitors. This came in the wake of a failed attempt to wrap the 330 Elm trees lining the 



 

Champs-Elysées in 1969, a project that had intended to create a grand approach to the Arc de 
Triomphe, but was rejected by the city on the ground that plans were already in place to drape the 
trees with Christmas lights. 
 
More information on the artists and their projects, including L’Arc de Triomphe, Wrapped can be 
found at: www.christoandjeanneclaude.net 
 
 Footnotes 
 
* Just as Sotheby’s is rapidly expanding its reach, attracting new clients and younger demographics, it is also 
expanding the scope of its offerings and the channels via which collectors can transact. ‘Private sales’ are a key 
component of this, complementing the auction business and providing collectors – established and new – with 
a broader menu of opportunities to transact. In the last twelve months, this arm of the business has grown 
exponentially, with private sales reaching a record $1.6 billion in 2020 alone, a 60% increase on $1 billion sales 
in 2018 and 2019. More details available on request. 
 
** The sale of the Collection of legendary artist husband-and-wife duo, Unwrapped: The Hidden World of Christo 
and Jeanne-Claude, which took place at Sotheby’s Paris across two days on 17 and 18 February 2021 was 100% 
sold for an overall total of €9,216,000 / $11,239,683, more than doubling the pre-auction estimate of €2.8-4.2 
million. More than of half the buyers were new to Sotheby’s.  
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* Estimates do not include buyer's premium or overhead premium. Prices achieved include the hammer price plus buyer's premium and 
overhead premium and are net of any fees paid to the purchaser where the purchaser provided an irrevocable bid. 

 
 
Stream live auctions and place bids in real time, discover the value of a work of art, browse sale catalogues, view original content and more at sothebys.com, 

 and by downloading Sotheby’s apps for iOS and Android. 
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