
 

 

IN AN INDIAN GARDEN: 
The Carlton Rochell Collection of Company School Paintings 

 
ENCHANTING PAINTINGS BY INDIAN MASTERS IN THE 18TH & 19TH CENTURIES 

A Vivid Fusion of Science & Art 
From Vibrant Zoological Portraits to Complex Architectural Panoramas 

Exhibitions in New York, Hong Kong & London 
Ahead of First-of-its-Kind Auction on 27 October 2021 

 
A Malabar Giant Squirrel in an Almond Tree, from the Impey Album, Signed by Shaykh Zayn al-Din,  

Company School, Calcutta, dated 1778 (est. £200,000-300,000) 
 

LONDON, August 2021 – This October, Sotheby’s will hold the first auction dedicated solely to 
Company School Paintings, the work of Indian master artists who were commissioned by East India 
Company officials in the 18th and 19th centuries. Ranging in their subject matter from individual 
animal and human studies to complex architectural panoramas, together the remarkable corpus of 
paintings encapsulates on paper the rich fauna, flora and architecture of the Subcontinent.  

The works in the auction are being offered by the American collector and esteemed art dealer Carlton 
C. Rochell, Jr. Rochell spent the first 18 years of his career at Sotheby's, where he founded the Indian 
and Southeast Asian Art Department in 1988. He was on the Board of Directors and served as 
Managing Director of Sotheby’s Asia. In 2002, Rochell opened his own gallery in New York.  

Prior to the stand-alone auction in London on 27 October, highlights of In an Indian Garden will go 
on view in Sotheby’s galleries in New York (17-20 September), Hong Kong (7-11 October) and 
London (22-26 October).   

In 2019 and 2020, The Wallace Collection presented Forgotten Masters: Indian Painting for the East 
India Company, curated by renowned writer and historian William Dalrymple. The ground-breaking 
exhibition brought to the fore the names of some of the finest Indian painters working on paper during 
the late Mughal period – introducing the public to the names of these truly great artists.  



Many of those same names – Shaykh Zayn al-Din, Ram Das, Bhawani Das and Ghulam Ali Khan – are 
represented in the In an Indian Garden auction, with seven of the works having been loaned to the 
Wallace Collection exhibition. Most of the others have never been on public view and are emerging 
for the first time in decades.  

“I first began to collect these lesser-known masterpieces over two decades ago simply for my 
personal enjoyment, my imagination having been captured by their “East meets West” aesthetic. 
When they were painted, these works were the principal way in which India could be revealed to 

those in Great Britain, who otherwise could only hear stories about this sumptuous land. The 
meticulous “miniature” style was scaled up to depict birds, animals and botanical studies with 

remarkable lifelike detail, with the results rivalling any Western artists who recorded natural history 
and travel. Many years on, as they are beginning to take their rightful place in world art, these pieces 

can now inspire a new generation of collectors who I hope will cherish them as I have.” 
Carlton C. Rochell, Jr.  

“This remarkable collection contains quite simply some of the great masterpieces of Indian painting, 
brought together by a collector with an incredibly fine eye. This is a unique opportunity to purchase 
some of the greatest masterpieces of a genre that is only now beginning to receive its full credit.” 

William Dalrymple, Writer & Historian  
Curator of Forgotten Masters  

“These delightful paintings reflect a fascination and passion for India’s culture and history, from 
Lucknow to Calcutta to Delhi and Agra, and showcase a remarkable hybrid style merging Mughal and 
European elements. Both the patronage and the painters provide a great deal of interest to viewers, 

no more so than now, when this genre of painting is finally receiving the full attention it deserves. 
These works are the product of true collaboration – not grand portraits of the patrons themselves, 

but tableaux of everyday human activity, as well as meticulous studies of nature and vernacular 
architecture.” 

Benedict Carter, Sotheby’s Head of Sale 

 
The In An Indian Garden auction features many works from the most renowned series of Company 
School paintings, including albums commissioned by Sir Elijah and Lady Impey, the Fraser brothers, 
Viscount Valentia and Major General Claude Martin. The most famous is that of the Impey family, who 
created an enchanting menagerie of animals in their gardens in Calcutta and hired local artists to paint 
the surrounds, with more than half of their over 300-strong collection depicting birds. The Impey 
Collection was sold at auction in London in 1810, with several pieces held in international institutions, 
including The Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York – with a similar dramatic image of the Great 
Indian Fruit Bat – and the Victoria and Albert Museum in London. Perhaps the person who sparked 
the fashion for such commissions was merchant, soldier, architect, hot air balloonist and collector 
Major General Claude Martin, and the sale offers a Lesser Adjutant Stork from his collection, which 
survives as a masterpiece of the genre.  

From these beginnings, the works then passed through such hands as those of Jacqueline Kennedy 
Onassis, who for many years owned the arresting study of a Stork Eating a Snail, renowned South 
Asian paintings collector Edwin Binney 3rd, leading scholar and curator Stuart Cary Welch and former 
United States Ambassador to Morocco, The Hon. Joseph Verner Reed, Jr. 

 

 



THE ANIMAL KINGDOM 

The animals of the Company School are akin to portraits of individuals, replete with precision, vitality 
and characterisation. This was achieved through the use of living examples, many from the Impey zoo, 
in combination with the Mughal inheritance of perceptive portraiture, as first-class artists trained in 
microfine detailing began to use this skill not to paint miniatures of court scenes and processions but 
instead to capture birds and animals.  

The In an Indian Garden auction offers immediately recognisable masterworks such as Bhawani Das’s 
Great Indian Fruit Bat, Shaykh Zayn al-Din’s Malabar Squirrel and Stork and the strikingly elegant 
Demoiselle Crane painted in Lucknow.  

 
A Painted Stork Eating a Snail, from the Impey Album, Signed by Shaykh Zayn al-Din, Company 

School, Calcutta, dated 1781 (est. £200,000-300,000) – formerly in the collection of  
Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis 

A Great Indian Fruit Bat or Flying Fox, from the Impey Album, Signed by Bhawani Das, Company 
School, Calcutta, circa 1778-82 (est. £300,000-500,000) – once owned by Stuart Cary Welch  

and later Sheikh Saud bin Muhammad Al Thani 

A Lesser Adjutant Stork in a Landscape, Company School, Lucknow, circa 1775-85 (est. £60,000-
80,000) – commissioned by Major General Claude Martin 

A Cobra De Capello, Company School, Calcutta, circa 1800 (est. £20,000-30,000) – commissioned 
by Major James Nathaniel Rind 



A Crimson Horned Pheasant, from the Impey Album, Signed by Ram Das, Company School, 
Calcutta, circa 1777-82 (est. £100,000-150,000) – formerly the property of the Linnean Society of 

London (the world's oldest active biological society) 
 

THE BOTANICAL PAINTINGS 

The auction also offers a number of botanical studies of fruits and plants, which exude a lush richness 
whilst revealing a scientific approach. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Two Botanical Studies by Rungia Raju, Company School, Madras, late 19th Century (est. £8,000-
12,000, one of two illustrated above left) 

A Botanical Study of a Silk Cotton Tree, Company School, Calcutta, circa 1800-20 (est. £20,000-
30,000) – formerly in the collection of The Hon. Joseph Verner Reed, Jr., the United States 

Ambassador to Morocco (1981-85) 

THE PEOPLE & PLACES OF INDIA 

 

Lalita Parshad Seated with Four Companions, from the Fraser Album, Company School, Delhi, circa 
1820 (est. £80,000-120,000) – last at auction at Sotheby’s in July 1980 



A Panoramic View of Alwar, Attributed to Ghulam 'Ali Khan, Company School, Delhi, circa 1820 
(est £80,000-120,000, detail illustrated) – formerly in the collection of William Beckford at Fonthill 

Abbey (1759-1844) 

A Trooper of Skinner's Horse Holding a Spear, from the Fraser Album, Company School, Haryana, 
Hansi, circa 1815-16 (est. £80,000-120,000) 

 

PRESS OFFICE CONTACT 
Melica Khansari | Melica.Khansari@Sothebys.com | 020 7293 5164 

 

About Sotheby’s 

Established in 1744, Sotheby’s is the world’s premier destination for art and luxury. Sotheby’s promotes access, 
connoisseurship and preservation of fine art and rare objects through auctions and buy-now channels including private sales, 
e-commerce and retail. Our trusted global marketplace is supported by an industry-leading technology platform and a 
network of specialists spanning 40 countries and 50 categories, which include Contemporary Art, Modern and Impressionist 
Art, Old Masters, Chinese Works of Art, Jewellery, Watches, Wine and Spirits, and Interiors, among many others. 

Instagram | Facebook | Twitter | YouTube | LinkedIn | Pinterest | WeChat | Weibo |  Youku 

 

* Estimates do not include buyer's premium or overhead premium. Prices achieved include the hammer price plus buyer's 
premium and overhead premium and are net of any fees paid to the purchaser where the purchaser provided an irrevocable 
bid. 

Images are available upon request 

Stream live auctions and place bids in real time, discover the value of a work of art, browse sale catalogues, view original 
content and more at sothebys.com, and by downloading Sotheby’s apps for iOS and Android  

 

#                              #                              # 

 

mailto:Melica.Khansari@Sothebys.com
http://www.instagram.com/sothebys
http://www.facebook.com/sothebys
http://www.twitter.com/sothebys
https://www.youtube.com/user/SothebysTV
https://www.linkedin.com/company/sothebys/
https://www.pinterest.com/sothebys/
https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s?__biz=MzA5NzE1MzAxMA==&mid=503410230&idx=1&sn=027240765cbaba7b3d851ac396541f33&chksm=0b50f4ab3c277dbd5e3d5fcf65ac8b1aaff4fd5b0b5bd49b18e3f2a14c35ae40c3e78bd3bcfa&mpshare=1&scene=1&srcid=&sharer_sharetime=1579058463571&sharer_shareid=c701faa33192eda3c850e0e2640371f6&exportkey=AhLlw1KuYKWfJD5ScRqLfeI%3D&pass_ticket=PGcP1XUHEqunNj%2F8QsLjrhvRmxDyLemd942OzHgYJNOXDb7Hc86lnLDxSs2c8eZC#rd
http://www.weibo.com/sothebyshongkong
http://i.youku.com/sothebys
http://www.sothebys.com/

