
 
THE JUBILEE ARTS FESTIVAL AT SOTHEBY’S  

EVENT PROGRAMME 
 

Title: Jubilee Arts Festival | London 28 
May-15 June 
 
Location: Sotheby’s London, 34-35 New 
Bond Street  
 
Booking details: Festival tickets will be 
released at the end of April. To explore 
the programme and be notified when 
booking opens, visit 
Sothebys.com/JubileeFestival 
 
Summary: Within the Jubilee Season, Sotheby’s will open its doors for an Arts Festival celebrating 
the alchemy of British creativity and stirring its spirit in the next generation. With exhibitions and events 
spanning the visual, performing, and literary, we will gather figures advancing and reinterpreting 
Britain’s treasured cultural legacy. Beyond unique opportunities to view artworks and jewellery loaned 
from some of the nation's greatest private collections, we are partnering with RADA, Intelligence 
Squared and Fantasia Orchestra to deliver a programme of musical and dramatic performances, 
cultural and historical debates and talks with contemporary artists and creatives.  
 
PROGRAMME 
 
Crowning Culture: Jubilee Opening Weekend  
Saturday 28 May–Sunday 29 May 
12-5pm daily  
 
Celebrating the historical significance of the Platinum Jubilee, our opening weekend of talks and 
debates will explore the women who have, since the Tudor period, served as custodians of our 
cultural legacy. 
 
Saturday 28 May: 
Battle of the Queens: Elizabeth I vs Victoria  
Queen Elizabeth I and Queen Victoria both put their stamp on an era, but who was the greater 
monarch? Debated by Daisy Goodwin, writer of ITV series Victoria, and Kate Maltby, scholar of 
Elizabethan literature. 
3PM 
 
Sunday 29 May: 
The Power and the Throne; the Queen’s relationship with her fourteen Prime Ministers 
From Winston Churchill to Margaret Thatcher, historian Andrew Roberts will explore the relationship 
between Queen Elizabeth II and her prime ministers. 
12PM 

 



 
Building the Royal Collection 
Explore the history of royal portraiture and the Royal Collection with Dr Amanda Foreman and 
Desmond Shawe-Taylor, former Surveyor of the Queen’s Pictures. 
3PM 

 
Monday 30 May: 
In Celebration of Her Majesty The Queen  
Join Dame Joanna Lumley DBE and renowned writer and broadcaster Robert Hardman to explore 
the life and work of Britain’s longest reigning monarch.  
12PM 

 
Jubilee Arts Festival: Family Day  
Saturday 4 June 
12-5PM 
Kickstart your Jubilee weekend and drop into our free family festival, where children’s authors, artists 
and performers bring the historic moment to life through readings, performances and art trails. 
Activities include:  
 
A Reading with Michael Morpugo 
Join Michael Morpugo as he reads his new book, There Once Is A Queen, illustrated by Michael 
Foreman, telling the story of Queen Elizabeth II’s life beginning with planting an oak tree with her 
father as a child. 
 
Battle of the Bears: Winnie the Pooh vs Paddington Debate 
In this family-friendly debate, we pit two of the most beloved characters of British children’s fiction 
against each other. Who will win the day – Pooh, the 'bear of very little brain’ who will do whatever it 
takes to get his hands on a pot of honey? Or Paddington, the polite, often clumsy and confused 
orphan from darkest Peru, who usually has a marmalade sandwich tucked under his hat 'in case of 
emergencies'? Join us for an event appealing to bear lovers of all ages.  
 
Musical workshop with members of Fantasia Orchestra 
This workshop offers the chance to engage in an interactive music-making session with members of 
the acclaimed Fantasia Orchestra and their eclectic and energetic repertoire. 
 
Poetry workshop for older teens with Theresa Lola 
Entitled ‘I Come from Everywhere’, this workshop is about writing poems to spectacularly introduce 
us to the world. We will explore the places, cultures, music, events and other things that have 
individually and collectively shaped us into who we are.  
3pm 
 
The Royal Trail 
Pick up a children’s activity sheet with puzzles on magnificent monarchs and fuzzy friends. 
12-4pm, drop in 
 
 
Friday Night Late 
Friday 10th June 2022 
6.30 - 9.30pm 
Join us after hours to connect with the best of British creativity in an evening of workshops and 
performances including a workshop with poet Teresa Lola. 



 
 
Poetry Workshop with Theresa Lola 
We will be writing Ode poems in this workshop. An Ode is a poem that praises, glorifies, or 
celebrates a person, place, experience, or thing. Whether big or small, significant, random, quirky, 
past or present there are things we want to appreciate. Join us to write a dedicated poem and learn 
techniques for using words to create striking images and memorable messages.   
7pm 

 

Daily Talks, Performances & Tours  

Monday 30 May: 
In Celebration of Her Majesty The Queen  
Join Dame Joanna Lumley DBE and renowned writer and broadcaster Robert Hardman to explore 
the life and work of Britain’s longest reigning monarch.  
12PM 
 
RADA Immersive Performances  
Art, and its makers and subjects, will come to life with a collection of stories and readings performed 
by RADA graduates. 
12PM,1PM & 2PM  
 
Tuesday 31 May: 
Expert Talk: Royal Books and Manuscripts with Sotheby’s Gabriel Heaton. 
1PM 
 
Wednesday 1 June: 
Poetry Reading with Teresa Lola 
Theresa Lola, former Young People’s Laureate for London, will read a collection of poems around 
the themes of memory, home and relationships. 
1PM 
 
Friday 3 June: 
Fantasia Quartet Performance 
Join the Fantasia Quartet in the galleries for a lunchtime performance. 
1PM 
 
Monday 6 June: 
RADA Immersive Performances  
Art, and its makers and subjects, will come to life with a collection of stories and readings performed 
by RADA graduates. 
12PM,1PM & 2PM  
 
Tuesday 7 June: 
Expert Talk: The Armada Portrait and the iconography of female power with Sotheby’s Julian 
Gascoigne. 
1PM 
 



 
Wednesday 8 June: 
Expert Talk: British Art in the 1960s with Sotheby's Frances Christie. 
Time tbc 
 
Thursday 9 June: 
The National Gallery - In Conversation: Caroline Campbell, Director of Collections & Research at 
the National Gallery, and art critic Martin Gayford, will stage an in-conversation on great British 
artists, using Lucian Freud’s Centenary and his magnificent portrait of Her Majesty The Queen, on 
loan to the much anticipated Freud exhibition at National Gallery this autumn, as a starting point to 
celebrate the Jubilee and British creativity. 
1PM 
 
Friday 10 June: 
Expert Talk: Tiaras, Power Style and Versatility with Kristian Spofforth. 
1PM  
 
Sunday 12 June: 
Musical performance by the Olympia Quartet with Jeneba Kanneh-Mason  
Formed of second year undergraduates at the Royal College of Music, the group will play Mozart's 
Piano Quartet No. 2 in E-flat major, K. 493, and Strauss’ Piano Quartet in C minor, Op. 13. The 
Olympia quartet comprises Jeneba Kanneh-Mason (piano), Isabella Todes (violin), Joseph Lowe 
(viola) and Berniya Hamie (cello). 
12PM 
 
Monday 13 June: 
RADA Immersive Performances  
Art, and its makers and subjects, will come to life with a collection of stories and readings performed 
by RADA graduates. 
12PM,1PM & 2PM  
 
Tuesday 14 June: 
Artist Talk: Dame Magdalene Odundo in conversation with V&A Director, Tristram Hunt  
Entitled ‘Body as Vessel’, this discussion will explore Odundo’s expressive use of clay as an artistic 
medium. It will set her practice within Britain’s history of ceramics and compare its approach to that 
of figures like Josiah Wedgewood, whom Hunt has described as 'the Steve Jobs of the eighteenth 
century'. 
11AM 
 
 


