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I am delighted to introduce you to Th e Art of Wishes Art 
Auction 2021. Th is collaboration between artists, galleries 
and institutions celebrates thought-provoking art and has 
one key aim: to raise vital funds to grant life-changing wishes 
to children diagnosed with critical conditions. 

Granting a child’s wish empowers them with choice at a 
time when so much is decided for them by the restrictions 
of the health care they need. Making that choice taps into 
a child’s vivid imagination. Th at’s where there is a natural 
alignment between an artist’s creativity and the creativity 
shown by children when they are visualising their wish. 
Both involve moments of wonder, intrigue, and excitement. 
Both are magical when they are transformed from an idea 
sketched out on a page, into a reality. 

We are thrilled to be partnering with world-renowned 
auction house, Sotheby’s, to showcase these spectacular 
works of art. Th ey can be viewed between Saturday 2nd 
October and Friday 8th October at their amazing space on 
New Bond Street. I cannot thank Oliver Barker and his team 
enough for their support with this incredible art auction.

Th e works are also available to view and bid for online 
at artsy.net/theartofwishes with the auction closing on 
Monday 11th October at the Gala Dinner. 

All proceeds from the sale of these works will help Make-
A-Wish light up the lives of many more critically ill children 
and young people. After the last eighteen months, the 
transformational impact of having their wish come true has 
never been more necessary. 

Th ank you for being a part of this journey. I hope you enjoy 
viewing these incredible works of art.

MESSAGE FROM OLIVER BARKER, 
EUROPEAN CHAIRMAN, SOTHEBY’S

MESSAGE FROM BATIA OFER,
FOUNDER & CHAIR, ART OF WISHES

We at Sotheby’s are proud and delighted to be sponsoring 
the Art of Wishes Gala, and the charitable auction in 
partnership with Make-A-Wish Foundation® UK.

Every year Make-A-Wish creates joy, happiness and 
magical memories through granting life-changing wishes. 
It is humbling for us to play a small role in helping this 
continue and changing the lives of so many children and 
young people. Since Make-A-Wish was established in 
1986 they have granted 15,000 wishes, and between us we 
can grant a few more.

When Sotheby’s opened on Bond Street in London in 
1917, it did so with a charitable exhibition featuring works 
by servicemen wounded during the First World War, and 
a tradition was born. In the years since, Sotheby’s has 
hosted countless charity auctions and gala events and we 
are truly honoured to continue that tradition with the Art 
of Wishes Gala.

Th ere is an incredible array of experiences and works of 
art available. We’ll be asking you to dig deep, help a child 
recapture a moment of childhood, and leave with some 
very special memories.

Batia Ofer 
Founder & Chair, Art of Wishes

Oliver Barker
European Chairman, Sotheby’s

Auction Powered by Artsy

To view the works online or bid, please visit:
artsy.net/theartofwishes
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PETER DOIG
(b. 1959)

PARAGRAND CRICKET 
Oil on paper 
57 x 73 cm
22 7/16 x 28 3/4 in
Signed and dated, lower right
(2010)

£60,000–£80,000
Courtesy of the Artist

“Those precious minutes of the players’ time will be 
something Ben will remember for the rest of his life. 
I can’t tell you how much it means to us after what 
Ben’s had to go through — so many memories to 
sustain us,” explained mum Helen.

After noticing a lump under his collarbone and a 
visit to the doctor, Ben was diagnosed with Hodgkin 
lymphoma, an uncommon cancer. Despite this, 
Ben was determined to focus on his love of cricket 
and continued to train and play for his team. In 
fact, playing helped him through his six months of 
chemotherapy.

Sure enough, his greatest wish was to meet the 
England Cricket Team — especially his hero Joe Root. 
That wish became a reality when Ben’s family were 
chauffeured by limousine to meet the Team during a 
training session at Lord’s, where the players, including 
Root, bowled to Ben in the nets and shared some 
cricketing tips. To top it all, Captain Alastair Cook 
invited him to the team dressing room after their 
test match against Sri Lanka, and the England Cricket 
Board invited his family to visit the media pod where 
they can listen to the commentary.

Afterwards, Helen said: “His wish was out of this 
world! The fact his idols have taken time out of their 
schedule to meet and play with him means more than 
we can ever say — we are quite literally bowled over.”

Ben’s wish to meet the
England Cricket Team



LIVE AUCTION

© Mandy El-Sayegh
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MANDY EL-SAYEGH
(b. 1985)

NET-GRID STUDY  
(BREAD AND LIFE)
Oil on silkscreened  
raw canvas 
150 x 150 cm  
59 1/8 x 59 1/8 in
Signed and numbered 
on the reverse
(2021)

£30,000–£35,000
Courtesy of the Artist and 
Thaddaeus Ropac

“Micaela’s wish was like time off from her illness for 
all of us. She wasn’t a patient that day — she was 
a chef rather than a poorly child. It’s given her an 
insight into a job that she wouldn’t otherwise have 
had. Now “she’s sure that she wants to be a chef,” 
mum, Melanie, explained.

Micaela’s family knew she had a heart condition 
before she was born, but later tests identified 
not one, but four separate heart problems. She 
had urgent open-heart surgery at just two days 
old and has since had three further operations. 
All that time in hospital disrupted Micaela’s 
childhood and meant she was often seen as a 
patient rather than a person.

But one thing that is always a welcome distraction 
for her is cooking — something she’s done 
whenever she’s had time off school to recuperate. 
So, it came as no surprise that her greatest wish 
was to be a Head Chef and waitress at a London 
hotel. Her Wishgranter arranged for Micaela to 
travel to London where she stayed at The Reubens 
Hotel and flexed her skills in the kitchen doing 
what she loves and pursuing her dream. 

Micaela’s wish to be Head 
Chef in a London Hotel



LIVE AUCTION

© Georg Baselitz© Georg Baselitz. Photo credit: Jochen Littkemann, Berlin 
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GEORG BASELITZ 
(b. 1938)

SCHLAFZIMMER 
Red ink on paper 
66.2 x 50.4 cm 
26 x 19 3/4 in
Signed with initials and dated 
(2021)

£50,000–60,000 
Courtesy of the Artist and Gagosian 

This lot has been imported from 
outside the UK for the sale and is on 
temporary import. Should it remain 
in the UK it will therefore be subject 
to 5% UK import VAT. All works will 
be transferred to Gander and White 
Shipping Limited’s warehouse for 
diversion to definitive import or 
onward shipping.

“She had so much fun in Sweden, and her 
confidence grew. She is a totally different girl now, 
worry-free, and happy. She just needed that break,” 
commented Evie’s mum, Rebecca.

Early one morning, Evie was screaming in 
pain with a swollen belly, unable to walk. 
Evie started chemotherapy that same day 
after being diagnosed with a Wilms tumour. 
Rebecca recalled: “Evie fought through intense 
chemotherapy, followed by surgery. When her 
hair began falling out, that was the hardest thing 
to explain to her. The illness changed her whole 
personality — she’s quieter and looks to me for 
reassurance.”

Evie-Mai’s favourite uncle moved to Sweden a few 
years ago and Evie has always wanted to visit him, 
but the family’s planned visit was cancelled when 
Evie was diagnosed. So Evie wished to make the 
trip possible. 

“Uncle David met us at the airport, as soon as 
Evie saw him, she was yabbering away. Evie said 
everything felt big and uncrowded — a world 
away from the busy hospital. It was so nice to 
just be together, to go for walks, not have to sit 
in hospital, or give her medication. We went to 
ice cream parlours and play parks, explored the 
shops, visited a zoo and went to see the airplanes,” 
Rebecca reflected. 

Evie’s wish to visit her 
uncle in Sweden



LIVE AUCTION

© KAWS
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KAWS 
(b. 1974)

WHAT PARTY (BLUE)
WHAT PARTY (GREY)
WHAT PARTY (PINK)
WHAT PARTY (ORANGE)
WHAT PARTY (LIGHT PINK)
WHAT PARTY (RED)
WHAT PARTY (YELLOW) 
Screenprint on Saunders  
Waterford 425gm HP hi-white
Each 55.9 x 55.9 cm
Each 22 x 22 in
Edition 58 of 100 + 20 Artist Proofs
Signed, numbered and dated 
(2020)

£50,000–£70,000 
Courtesy of the Artist and
Skarstedt Gallery

This lot has been imported from 
outside the UK for the sale and is on 
temporary import. Should it remain 
in the UK it will therefore be subject 
to 5% UK import VAT. All works will 
be transferred to Gander and White 
Shipping Limited’s warehouse for 
diversion to definitive import or 
onward shipping.

Jack, from Sunderland, has never uttered a full 
sentence. At 16 months, he was diagnosed with 
a rare type of childhood dementia, causing fatal 
brain damage and leaving him in a wheelchair and 
without speech. Tragically, there is no treatment for 
this progressive condition and most patients never 
reach adulthood. 
  
With Jack being non-verbal, he could not express 
his wish. However, using a mother’s intuition, mum 
Gemma planned to bring Jack’s personality to life 
through a prom on his 10th birthday. Sadly, Jack 
has never truly celebrated any milestones in his 
life due to his debilitating condition. He can’t play 
with toys, so birthdays and Christmases bring only 
practical gifts — making his celebration of upmost 
importance. 

Jack took the day in his stride. After donning his suit 
and rolling up in his limousine, he entered his first-
ever party to celebrate his birthday, his prom and his 
life. He spent the day playing, dancing and Gemma 
got her first-ever dance with her son and said: “I 
don’t think I’ve seen him smile the way he did.”
 
With Jack now receiving palliative care, mum 
Gemma said: “The wish is a memory I will cherish 
forever. It will never die. For the whole 10 years he’s 
been alive and however long he has got left, the 
party has encompassed that.” 

Jack’s wish to have a prom 
for his 10th birthday



LIVE AUCTION

© Rose Wylie
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ROSE WYLIE
(b. 1934)

PINEAPPLE 
Painted bronze
160 x 75 x 75 cm 
62 7/8 x 29 1/2 x 29 1/2 in
Edition 1 of 6 + 2 Artist Proofs 
(2021)

£75,000–£125,000
Courtesy of the Artist and 
David Zwirner 

This lot has been imported from 
outside the UK for the sale and is on 
temporary import. Should it remain 
in the UK it will therefore be subject 
to 5% UK import VAT. All works will 
be transferred to Gander and White 
Shipping Limited’s warehouse for 
diversion to definitive import or 
onward shipping.

“A wish changes a child’s life and their outlook on life. 
You don’t realise the impact on the child; it’s massive. 
It’s not something that will be over after the week of 
the wish. It sticks. There will always be something they 
remember from the wish. It’s the small details that 
stick in a child’s head. That’s what is so good about 
Make-A-Wish,” said Niamh’s mum, Charlotte. 

At an early age, one of Niamh’s eyes began to 
involuntarily wander and she didn’t crawl as a toddler. 
After multiple medical referrals, she was diagnosed 
with a condition that impairs her vision and her 
hormone production, affecting her blood sugar levels. 
Niamh has ‘crashed’ twice in her three years after 
needing glucose and then needs to be in hospital in 
half an hour to prevent becoming comatose.  

After seeing the image of an idyllic beach whilst 
watching the film Moana, Niamh wished that she 
could go somewhere like that with her family, so 
Make-A-Wish sent them to Lanzarote for a week of 
sunshine and memories, as Charlotte described:

“It was the quality time with the family that was the 
best. Just the look on their faces, they hadn’t been on a 
plane before. Niamh met a friend and they just clicked. 
She will never forget Lanzarote because of that special 
relationship. The memory will always stay with her.”

Niamh’s wish to go on a hot 
holiday to the beach



LIVE AUCTION

© Jenny Saville. All rights reserved, DACS 2021. Photo: Prudence 
Cuming Associates. Courtesy the Artist and Gagosian.
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JENNY SAVILLE 
(b. 1970)

EXODUS 
Charcoal and pastel
on paper
110 x 75 cm
43 5/16 x 29 1/2 in
Signed, lower right
(2020-2021)

£300,000–£350,000 
Courtesy of the Artist and Gagosian

The artwork will be included in the 
exhibition Jenny Saville, taking place 
across Museo Novecento, Museo di 
Palazzo Vecchio, Museo dell’Opera 
del Duomo, Museo degli Innocenti, 
and Museo di Casa Buonarroti in 
Florence between September 30, 
2021–February 20, 2022.

“Hearing that I could have a wish was just the 
best feeling in the world. Knowing that someone 
acknowledged my pain, someone saw my pain, 
someone heard about my pain, and they were willing  
to help and make me feel good about my life... was  
just the best. My way of [showing gratitude] is by 
giving back,” said Jakob.

Jakob, 19, was diagnosed with a rare type of bone 
cancer when he was 12, resulting in five operations 
and a titanium-reinforced left arm. This restricts his 
movement, but he is determined to carry on playing 
the guitar — his passion. 
  
After coronavirus restrictions made it impossible to 
grant his travel wish, Jakob changed his wish to have a 
custom-made guitar, and a second guitar that he can 
raffle off and donate all the proceeds to the charity.

Jakob explained: “Music was always there for me: when 
I first got admitted into hospital; it put me to sleep 
at night; when my mum went out; and sometimes it 
would just resonate with me lyrically. Now, I want to 
help it become a part of other people’s lives."

“When I was told I had a tumour, it was the scariest 
thing. Just thinking about another child being told 
that is heart-wrenching. If I can help a teenager in that 
situation get their wish, I’ll be happy with myself.”

Jakob’s wish for a guitar
and to help others
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RASHID JOHNSON
(b. 1977)

UNTITLED ANXIOUS RED 
Silk screen resist with  
hand applied pigment 
55.9 x 76.2 cm
22 x 30 in
Artist Proof 1 of 15,  
Edition of 51 + 15 Artist Proofs
(2021)

£10,000–£15,000
Courtesy of the Artist 
and Hauser & Wirth

This lot has been imported from 
outside the UK for the sale and is on 
temporary import. Should it remain 
in the UK it will therefore be subject 
to 5% UK import VAT. All works will 
be transferred to Gander and White 
Shipping Limited’s warehouse for 
diversion to definitive import or 
onward shipping.

“If any other families are thinking about applying for 
a wish for their child, it’s so worth it. ‘What is your 
one true wish?’ can be a big question for a child to 
answer, but it’s a chance to create happy memories 
for a lifetime,” explained Jayden’s mum, Jannine.

Seven-year-old Jayden was diagnosed with a heart 
defect before he was born and was immediately 
flown by air ambulance for emergency surgery at 
just six days old. He then had to have an artificial 
artery implanted before he was one. Sadly, Jayden 
still requires more surgery, but must wait until his 
health deteriorates after getting the most out of his 
current artery. 

Jayden had a very specific wish: “To see a football 
team in red... and a fire engine!” and after his special 
day, he told us all about it: “On my wish, I went 
on the football pitch and tackled the players, and 
everyone was clapping and cheering. I was a mascot 
and had my own kit. I shook hands with all the 
players and then I went in a big red fire engine and 
pressed the button that made all the lights and 
sirens go off!”

Reflecting on Jayden’s wish, Jannine said: “It was 
quite overwhelming. Everyone was so kind, and it 
was so nice to have a family day full of quality time 
and positive memories after everything we’ve gone 
through with Jayden.”

Jayden’s wish to see a
football team in red and  
a fire engine
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ANDRÉ BUTZER
(b. 1973)

UNTITLED
Acrylic on canvas  
43 x 32.8 cm 
16 7/8 x 12 7/8 in 
Signed and dated on  
the reverse
(2021)

£20,000–£25,000
Courtesy of the Artist and  
Galerie Max Hetzler, Berlin /  
Paris / London

This lot has been imported from 
outside the UK for the sale and is on 
temporary import. Should it remain 
in the UK it will therefore be subject 
to 5% UK import VAT. All works will 
be transferred to Gander and White 
Shipping Limited’s warehouse for 
diversion to definitive import or 
onward shipping.

Xavier’s wish to meet
fashion YouTubers PAQ

“He’s had the most amazing time and made the 
long-lasting connections which have massively 
boosted his self-worth. It’s just been the absolute 
best thing ever for him. You couldn’t buy the 
experience and the opportunities he’s had,” Xavier’s 
Mum reflected on his wish.

At age 12, Xavier from Chester was diagnosed with 
leukaemia, which meant his teenage years were 
taken over by long spells in hospitals. And when his 
treatment finished, he continued to face side effects 
such as fatigue, difficulty concentrating, and post-
traumatic stress.

Xavier held onto his wish until he was truly well 
enough to enjoy it. When the time came, he chose 
to embrace his love of fashion by meeting his 
favourite YouTubers, PAQ — a group made up of 
Dex, Shaq, Elias and Danny. 

Xavier was treated to a fashion-packed few days in 
London with the YouTubers, involving a limousine 
trip, an exclusive viewing of a Christian Dior 
exhibition, a behind-the-scenes tour of sneaker 
trading company Stock X — and of course, 
plenty of opportunities for shopping. Xavier had 
an important message for others going through 
an illness like his: “You’ve just got to take it as it 
comes. People get hung up on why it’s happened, 
but you just have to focus on getting through that 
treatment.”



SILENT ART AUCTION

Courtesy of the Artist and Almine Rech © Hugard & Vanoverschelde photography
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OTIS KWAME  
KYE QUAICOE
(b. 1988)

RANCHER 
Archival pigment print  
on cotton paper
90 x 70 cm
35 3/8 x 27 1/2 in
Artist Proof 5 of 20,  
Edition of 75 + 20 Artist Proofs
Signed and numbered
(2021)

£2,000–£3,000 
Courtesy of the Artist  
and Almine Rech

This lot has been imported from 
outside the UK for the sale and is on 
temporary import. Should it remain 
in the UK it will therefore be subject 
to 5% UK import VAT. All works will 
be transferred to Gander and White 
Shipping Limited’s warehouse for 
diversion to definitive import or 
onward shipping.

“It was unforgettable!” exclaimed mum, Helen. 

Two days after Helen’s birthday, and her declaring 
that this was going to be the best 10 years yet, 
the family were in hospital having been told their 
three-year-old son had cancer. Ben had a type of 
soft tissue cancer that affects fewer than 60 children 
a year in the UK.

When volunteers visited Ben and his family, he 
told them he wished to meet real cowboys! So 
what better than a visit to America for the real 
deal. Ben’s family spent eight days in Albuquerque 
with a jam-packed itinerary including watching 
a re-enactment of a gun fight, staying on a real 
ranch, being made an honorary sergeant in the 
home guard, horse-riding and going to a rodeo. 
And of course, Ben was given his own full cowboy 
costume, which the family still treasure to this day. 

“It was just amazing! From the moment we arrived 
we were welcomed like I’ve never been welcomed 
anywhere,” recalled Helen. 

That was 12 years ago. Since then, Ben continued 
to be regularly monitored until in 2016, when he 
was told he was finally being discharged after a 
lifetime of hospitals, treatments and check-ups. 
The wish meant so much to Ben’s family that 
Helen has since run the Great North Run and 
Ben donated some inheritance, both in aid of 
Make-A-Wish.

Ben’s wish to meet real
life cowboys
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© Chantal Joffe 
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CHANTAL JOFFE
(b. 1969)

ESME WITH THE  
RAINBOW UMBRELLA 
Oil on canvas 
50 x 40 cm
19 11/16 x 15 3/4 in
Signed and titled on  
the reverse
(2017)

£10,000–£15,000
Courtesy of the Artist and  
Victoria Miro Gallery, London

“When a child is seriously ill, you’re going through 
the motions and you’re all focused on different 
things. The wish brings you back together as a 
family because you’re spending time together 
making special memories,” explained Gracie’s 
mum Steph. 

On Boxing Day 2017, Gracie found herself on a 
drip on the children’s ward. But the hospital near 
her home in Guernsey didn’t have the facilities to 
treat her so she was medevaced to Southampton 
by private aircraft, where tests showed Gracie had 
acute myeloid leukaemia. 

After four rounds of chemotherapy and seven 
months away from home, Gracie went into 
remission and was finally able to return to school. 
But not long after her birthday party, Gracie 
relapsed. History repeated itself as she was 
flown to Southampton. Gracie’s wish to meet 
Father Christmas was cancelled as she endured 
chemotherapy treatment and then a bone marrow 
transplant. Luckily, her four-year-old brother Oliver 
proved to be a good match and the procedure 
went well — for both of them.

Gracie was finally able to go on her wish two years 
later. Her family stayed in a log cabin, sledged over 
to the hotel for meals each day, met lots of other 
wish families, and after following clues spelt out by 
the elves, Gracie and her family finally met Santa!  

Gracie’s wish to go  
to Lapland
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© The Haas Brothers. Photo credit: Tim Hans
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THE HAAS BROTHERS
(b. 1984)

SKUNKY GOLD MEDINA 
Skunk fur and cast bronze 
17.8 x 7.6 x 10.2 cm  
7 x 3 x 4 in
Unique
Signed on the underside
(2020)

£8,000–£12,000
Courtesy of the artist and  
Marianne Boesky Gallery,  
New York and Aspen

This lot has been imported from 
outside the UK for the sale and is on 
temporary import. Should it remain 
in the UK it will therefore be subject 
to 5% UK import VAT. All works will 
be transferred to Gander and White 
Shipping Limited’s warehouse for 
diversion to definitive import or 
onward shipping.

“Having this wish to look forward to for the 
last few months has been so exciting, and now 
that it’s over, we have a lifetime of just the most 
amazing memories of the last few days,” recalled 
Stanley’s mum, Karen.

When Stanley was born, the arteries in his heart 
were configured incorrectly and he had to have 
corrective open-heart surgery at just four weeks 
old. Then as a toddler, he was subsequently 
diagnosed with a rare progressive condition 
that means his heart has to work overtime to 
be effective, and means Stanley needs to wear a 
special backpack with a pump and intravenous 
line everywhere he goes.

For Stanley’s wish, there was no doubt it’d involve 
his love for tigers in some way. He had been 
showing the Make-A-Wish team all the pictures 
of tigers he’d drawn, all his tiger toys, and even 
his tiger-shaped golf club cover. Stanley’s wish 
gave him the chance to meet and feed real-life 
tigers at Port Lympne Hotel and Reserve, all while 
wearing a tiger onesie of course! 

After the wish, Karen told us: “Wow! That was 
just the most amazing time. The lodge was 
amazing and seeing the tigers right outside the 
window took our breath away.”

Stanley’s wish to sleep  
with tigers
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© Anish Kapoor. All rights reserved, DACS, 2021 
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ANISH KAPOOR
(b. 1954)

OMO 
Polymer gravure type etching  
on Velin Arches Blanc 250 gsm
33 x 40 cm
13 x 15 3/4 in 
Edition 58 of 100
Signed and numbered 
(2019)

£4,000–£5,000
Courtesy of the Artist 

Riley’s mum Rachel said: “You truly have made a 
little boy’s life better. He has anxiety and so much 
else going on, his wish is something we can reflect 
on when he’s having a panic attack. We’ll keep it 
with us for the rest of our lives.” 

After a complex labour, Riley was born weighing 
a tiny three pounds, eight ounces. He needed 
the first of many operations to fix a hole in his 
oesophagus. By the time he was five, Riley had 
contracted pneumonia seven times and was no 
stranger to intensive care.

After seeing pictures of space on a game, Riley 
became obsessed with all things astronomy. It 
was a great distraction from his struggles, so he 
wished to meet a living astronaut. Make-A-Wish 
arranged for Britain’s own Major Tim Peake to 
meet with Riley and chat about all the things far, 
far away from hospitals. 

On the big day itself, starstruck Riley asked Tim 
many questions that he and his school friends 
had thought up. Then Tim showed him exclusive 
footage of a rocket launch and left Riley some 
personal badges that had been in space! 

Riley’s wish to be a spaceman 
and meet Tim Peake
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© Julian Opie and Cristea Roberts Gallery, London.
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JULIAN OPIE
(b. 1958)

MAGPIE 
Wall mounted acrylic relief 
36.6 x 48.6 x 4 cm
14 7/16 x 19 1/8 x 1 9/16 in 
Artist Proof 3 of 5,  
Edition of 20 + 5 Artist Proofs
Signed and numbered on  
the reverse
(2021)

£4,000–£6,000
Courtesy of the Artist

“Because Ben had finished treatment, his wish 
was built up across months. It was something to 
look forward to after a long road. It was like the 
end of it all. The siblings all got along which is 
unheard of; they had a whole new appreciation 
for each other and came together as one,” said 
Benjamin’s mum Claire. 

Benjamin, from Cirencester, loves playing with his 
family and dogs, but this is unsurprising as “he 
just loves everything”, except hospitals. Days after 
his first birthday and persistence from a mother 
who’d seen enough of her child in pain, Benjamin 
was diagnosed with leukaemia. Being so young, 
he did not fully understand what was happening, 
but he feared entering the room that meant 
he was being put to sleep. Despite learning to 
walk just before his treatment, Benjamin had to 
repeat this milestone after regressing due to his 
treatment.

During his wish to sleep in a treehouse, Benjamin 
was surrounded by animals. Claire recalled: “He 
had a particular attachment to the chickens and 
collected the eggs every morning. He was in his 
element with the chickens. He just loved the 
chickens. He also had a go at laser clay shooting 
— the gun was as big as him! To watch him run 
around and do what children do was lovely.”  

Ben’s wish to sleep in a 
treehouse
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DO HO SUH
(b. 1962)

FAMILY CUDDLE 
Watercolour on paper 
15 x 10 cm
5 15/16 x 3 15/16 in 
Signed and titled
(2019)

£13,000–£15,000 
Courtesy of the Artist and  
Victoria Miro Gallery, London

Sunil’s mum, Sindy shared: “Now, his brother Rav 
holds the controller to help his brother game. 
Everything happens for a reason — when Sunil 
was younger, he wanted a sibling and now Rav 
supports him. The whole wish journey from start 
to finish gives us light to make us happy in a very 
dark situation. Things like this in your home just 
make you happy."

Sunil is a joker and a keen sportsman who 
enjoyed playing tennis and basketball before 
his condition made it impossible for him to 
participate. When Sunil was 10, he was diagnosed 
with a progressive genetic condition that affects 
co-ordination, balance and speech after he began 
regularly tripping over and started falling behind 
academically. 

As Sunil can no longer participate in his favourite 
sports, he spends time gaming with his younger 
brother holding the controller under Sunil's 
direction. Therefore, Sunil decided his wish was 
to upgrade his console to the all-new PlayStation 
5 as it would be the ideal way to spend quality 
time with his family doing what he loves.

Sunil’s wish for a PS5 to 
spend time with his brother
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ALISON WATT
(b. 1965)

STEM 
Oil on canvas
67 x 54 cm
26 3/8 x 21 1/4 in
Signed and dated  
on the reverse
(2020)

£15,000–£20,000 
Courtesy of the Artist  
and Parafin

According to volunteer Community Wish 
Coordinator Sarah, the absolute highlight of the 
day was when Tiger sat on the floor amongst all 
of her new gifts, and exclaimed: “Mummy, look, 
I am a princess!”

Tiger is a five-year-old girl who absolutely 
adores Disney princesses. Her wish was for 
a Wendy house for her garden, so Sarah 
transformed Tiger’s Wendy house into a true 
castle fit for a princess, purchasing princess 
outfits, a slide, handbag, afternoon tea set, art 
supplies, wands and even a cash desk! When 
the team were ready to share the surprise with 
Tiger, her mum covered her eyes and took her 
into the garden. 

Sarah shared that she’d never seen such a big 
gasp, smile, and giggle from such a beautiful 
princess-to-be when Tiger opened all her new 
presents, changed into her Cinderella shoes, 
and then played on her slide. Tiger’s Mum also 
shared that Tiger had only recently started 
walking, so the slide would really help build her 
confidence and strength. 

Tiger’s wish to have her own 
Wendy house in the garden
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ALEX PRAGER
(b. 1979)

EVA 
Photograph,  
Chromogenic Print
91.4 x 121.9 cm 
36 x 48 in 
Edition 1 of 7
Signed, titled, dated and  
numbered on the reverse 
(2009)

£10,000–£15,000
Courtesy of David and  
Sayoko Teitelbaum

“Skye was all about giving the wish to her family 
with something like football tickets for her dad, 
or a holiday, but we all said she needed to do 
something for herself and I’m so glad we did,” 
explains Skye’s mum, Ann.

After finding a cancerous tumour in her arm, 
Skye had to undergo chemotherapy. But 
unfortunately, when the treatment didn’t work, 
Skye had to make the brave decision to have her 
arm amputated. Skye’s mother Ann described 
that time as ‘hell’ for her family: “As  
a mother, taking my daughter in to have poison 
pumped into her arm was horrendous.”

Skye dreams of becoming a fashion designer for 
amputees, as she now finds it difficult to buy 
clothes that properly fit her. So, for her wish she 
chose to go to Milan Fashion Week to see how 
the professionals work. 

Reflecting on the wish, Ann said: “The wish was 
amazing! The generosity and the gifts they got, 
the shops in Milan, the people we met — it was 
absolutely phenomenal. She got everything and 
more than she was expecting. Just to be in Milan, 
the four of us, and to see the fashion show, 
clothes and shops, was unbelievable.”

Skye’s wish to go to
Milan fashion week
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PASCAL SENDER
(b. 1988)

DOG1 
Watercolour on paper 
34 x 24 cm
13 3/8 x 9 1/2 in
(2020)

£3,000–£5,000 
Courtesy of Saatchi Yates

Kelsey’s dad Billy recalled: “Receiving her wish was 
the last time she came round and was herself.  
The grin on her face was unbelievable. She only 
came round for 20 or 30 minutes, but she was 
over the moon. For her it was the ultimate. It’s 
such a tiny thing, but for a child it makes the 
world of difference — they just want to carry on. 
Goldie never left Kelsey’s hand again."

Kelsey, six, loved collecting little plastic toys 
called Ring Pop Puppies. She had nearly 
completed the set and playing with them took 
her mind off treatment after she was diagnosed 
with a rare type of cancer that required surgery 
to remove the tumour in her stomach, followed 
by chemotherapy and radiotherapy. Time was 
running out for Kelsey when her family turned to 
Make-A-Wish, yet all she wanted was the final toy 
to complete her Ring Pop Puppy collection: the 
rare ‘Goldie’. 

After two days of frantic searching, Kelsey's 
Wishgranter found one and had it couriered to 
Kelsey in hospital straight away. It was just in time 
— and it’s still with Kelsey today. Sadly, Kelsey died 
in 2018, on the same day her wish was granted. 

Kelsey’s wish to have a  
Ring Pop Puppy
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KON TRUBKOVICH 
(b. 1979)

SMUR 
Oil on canvas 
40.6 x 50.8 cm
16 x 20 in 
(2021)

£8,000–£12,000
Courtesy of the Artist
and Gagosian

Sarah, Brandon’s mum, commented on the lasting 
legacy of his wish: “He planted an oak sapling near 
our log cabin and we promised each other, if we 
don’t go back before, we’ll go back in ten years to 
see how much it has grown!”

At three years old, Brandon was having heavy 
nosebleeds, and suffering frequent rashes, joint 
pain, weight loss and tiredness. Eight years later, 
Brandon still hasn’t received a conclusive diagnosis. 
At his worst, Sarah said Brandon looked like he was 
at death’s door and struggled emotionally, losing a 
lot of self-confidence: “He's grown up so much after 
everything he’s dealt with. He often seems like an 
older person in a little person’s body. He’s lost his 
childhood to this illness, but he’s fearless now”. 

For his wish, Brandon wanted to celebrate his love 
of nature by staying in a log cabin by a river in the 
Highlands. Sarah shared: “We went on plenty of 
adventures! Pony trekking in Glen Affric nature 
reserve on native Highland ponies, camera stalking 
in the highlands in an Argo buggy… On Brandon’s 
birthday, he went fishing on the River Glass in a little 
boat and he caught his first ever fish!”

Brandon’s wish to stay in
a log cabin by a river
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BRENDAN DAWES 
(b. 1966)

15,000 WISHES
Non-fungible token  
MPEG4 Video 
2160 x 3840 pixels
Edition 1 of 1
(2021)

£20,000–£30,000 
Courtesy of the Artist 

In 2021, Make-A-Wish UK granted its 15,000th 
wish — a significant milestone, after coronavirus 
forced a year of postponements and cancelled 
wishes.

This commissioned work features 15,000 strands, 
each one representing a wish becoming a reality 
thanks to the Make-A-Wish Foundation® UK. 
Hope, possibility, beauty derived from chaos, 
the restoration of childhood and a change from 
the norm are the themes that run through every 
strand.

15,000 Wishes
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© Ugo Rondinone. Photo credit: Jessica Dobson
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UGO RONDINONE 
(b. 1964)

YELLOW RED MOUNTAIN 
Painted stone, stainless steel, pedestal  
Sculpture 
73.7 x 21.6 x 15.5 cm 
29 x 8 1/2 x 6 1/10 in
Pedestal
95 x 32 x 32 cm
37 2/5 x 12 3/5 x 12 3/5 in
Signed on the underside of  
the bottom stone "u.r.2021",  
stamped on the pedestal 
(2021)

Courtesy of the Artist and  
Frahm & Frahm

To register interest, email:
theartofwishes@makeawish.org.uk

This lot has been imported from 
outside the UK for the sale and is on 
temporary import. Should it remain 
in the UK it will therefore be subject 
to 5% UK import VAT. All works will 
be transferred to Gander and White 
Shipping Limited’s warehouse for 
diversion to definitive import or 
onward shipping.

“Thank you for giving my daughter the chance to fulfil 
her dream of seeing a real volcano; she will remember it 
forever and we are forever thankful” — a heart-warming 
message from Hope’s dad, Matthew. 

In the first year of her life, Hope was born by 
emergency C-section, had her first open-heart 
operation, a catheter fitted and underwent a foot 
operation. She spent a lot of time in the hospital, and 
now has an artificial valve in her heart — but as her 
dad explained, “If you met Hope now, you would never 
believe all she has endured.”

When it came to her wish, Hope had big ambitions for 
her passion — to climb a real volcano. Even when her 
teacher asked her what she wants to be, she exclaimed: 
"A volcano!" 

Matthew told us: “The views from the volcano were 
breathtaking. Hope was super happy that she managed 
to get herself some volcanic rock from one  
of the experiments she did as a souvenir.

“As parents, we felt so proud and emotional when 
Hope finally saw a real volcano. As well as that, she had 
a fantastic time around the hotel,” Matthew reflected 
on her adventurous wish.

Hope’s wish to climb  
a volcano



CONDITIONS OF SALE
 

1. By bidding on any auction lot you are bound 
by these auction terms and conditions.

2. It is confirmed and understood between all 
parties that this event is being run through 
Make-A-Wish Foundation® UK.  All proceeds 
raised from the Art of Wishes Gala Dinner 
2021 will be spent on granting life-changing 
wishes for critically ill children in the UK. 

3. Bidders must be 18 years of age or older.

4. When placing a bid you enter into a 
contractually binding obligation to complete 
the transaction if you are the winning bidder 
of that lot. The winning bidder is the person 
whose bid is the highest when the auction 
closes.

5. Make-A-Wish® UK will seek bids which are 
received online via Artsy prior to the event. 
The online bids must be submitted by the 
bidder in the required format by the online 
auction provider.

6. Make-A-Wish® UK does not accept any 
liability for failure to include an online bid in 
the auction.

7. In the event that Make-A-Wish® UK receives 
bids of an identical amount for a particular 
lot and these bids are the highest for the 
lot at the auction, the lot will be sold to the 
bidder whose bid was received first.

8. Winning bidders must pay the amount due 
for their lot after the event by credit and 
debit card, BACS transfer or cheque. Make-

A-Wish® UK must receive the amount due within 
one month of the 11th October 2021. In the 
event that Make-A-Wish® UK does not receive the 
outstanding balance due by this date, it will be 
under no obligation to fulfil the relevant lot and 
it may deal with that lot in any way it so chooses 
(which may include re-auctioning the lot). 

9. Legal ownership in the lot will not pass to the 
winning bidder until full payment has been 
completed.

10. No tax relief is applicable to any auction item. 
Winners are unable to pay for their lots via CAF 
America.  

11. Once a lot has been fully paid for, the winning 
bidder will be introduced to Gander & White to 
make shipping arrangements at a charge to the 
winning bidder.

12. Any lot not delivered to a winning bidder within 
one month of 11th October 2021 will be subject 
to additional storage charges (determined by 
Gander & White).

13. It is the responsibility of all bidders to ensure that, 
should they be the winning bidder, they comply 
with all applicable laws and import duty (by way 
of example, but not limited to).

14. Winning bidders will be given information setting 
out the details regarding their lot following 
payment of the deposit.

15. Make-A-Wish® UK shall not be responsible for 
the description or condition of any lot. Bidders 
should inspect and satisfy themselves prior to the 



ART OF WISHES CHARITY ART AUCTION 2021 51

auction as to the condition and description 
of each lot, rely on their own judgement as to 
whether the lot accords with its description 
and not rely on any illustration or description 
in any catalogue provided. The bidder 
acknowledges that any statements (oral or 
written) made by Make-A-Wish ® UK about 
any of the lots are opinions only and the 
bidder shall not rely on any such statements.

16. Make-A-Wish ® UK may change or withdraw 
any or all lots up until the time such lot is 
deemed to be sold.

17. Make-A-Wish® UK will not be liable for any 
circumstances that prevent a lot being taken 
up by the bidder.

18. To the extent permitted by law, Make-A-
Wish® UK does not accept any liability for 
loss, damages, claims or costs howsoever 
arising from or incurred wholly or partly by 
participation in the auction or taking up or 
failing to take up a lot.

19. Whilst Make-A-Wish® UK believe that all 
auction items are genuine, it gives no warranty 
to such effect, and makes no warranties of any 
nature in respect of the lots.

20. By providing personal information to Make-
A-Wish® UK, bidders agree to it being used for 
the purpose of administrating the auction and 
being shared with Make-A-Wish® UK’s agents 
and lot providers, where appropriate. 
 

21. In the case of a dispute between lot provider 
and a bidder, the parties may request Make-A-
Wish® UK to determine the dispute. Make-A-
Wish® UK, in its sole discretion, may:

a. Provide a resolution to the partiers; or
b.  Refer the dispute to an appropriate, 

independent party for resolution (such 
party to be agreed upon by the bidder 
and the lot provider); or

c.  Refuse the request on the grounds that 
the dispute is beyond Make-A-Wish®  
UK’s remit.  
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